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Buddhist books to wandering ascetics of every race
and caste and sect, men and women alike, who wan-
dered from village to village, and were ready to hold
discussions with all the world.

Thus we are told, in the just published Paramat-
tha Dlpanl, of a lady who was in the habit of wan-
dering from village to village, and setting up at the
entrance to the village a broomstick with the
announcement, that she was willing to discuss with
anyone who should overturn the broomstick. At
one village which she reached a follower of the
Buddha accepted her challenge. On the following
day a public discussion was held between the two
in the presence of all the village. The Buddhist
answered all her puzzles, but she could not answer
his, and full of confusion at a defeat (which for so
many years she had never suffered) she threw her-
self at the feet of her opponent, and acknowledged
herself a disciple from that day forth of the Blessed
One. Again, in the Ratthapala Suttanta, one of
the dialogues of Gotama, translated by Mr. Lupton,
of the Indian Civil Service, in the Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society for 1894, there is a full discus-
sion of the motives which led at that time in India
to the adoption of such a life. Ratthapala, I may
add, who is the recluse of this dialogue, is repre-
sented as young and rich, and in every sense of the